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Comfort for Dark Days 





“For the Lord shall comfort 
Zion: he will comfort all her waste 
places; and he will make her wil- 
derness like Eden, and her desert 
like the garden of the Lord; joy 
and gladness shall be found 
therein” (Isa. 51:3). 
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Stanley Lake, Sawtooth Mountains, Idaho 
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Lesson 10.—The Golden Rule 
Matthew 7:1-12; Luke 10:25-37 
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The understandable new trans- 
lation that explains itself. 
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and leaders. 

“Undoubtedly this translation will 
be of great assistance to the Eng- 
lish reader because it conveniently 
gives, as a part of the text, syno- 
nyms that one could find only by 
exhaustive use of a dictionary.”— 
The Sunday School Times book 
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What About Dr. Howard? 


INCE the announcement regarding 

the health of Dr. Philip E. Howard, 
Jr., published in the April 23 issue of 
THE SunpAy ScHoot TIMES, many in- 
quiries have been received as to his 
present condition. Readers and friends 
will be glad to learn that he has come 
through brain surgery with excellent 
reports, and that he is improving stead- 
ily in health and strength. He was up 
and about within a few days following 
the operation, and after leaving the 
hospital he has been convalescing at 
his home in Moorestown, N. J. On 
May 3, with Mrs. Howard, he left by 
automobile for North Carolina, where 
he is staying for several weeks with 
friends, after which he will return 
home about the end of May. He will 
be grateful for your continued prayer 
for his further progress and restoration. 
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PERSONAL WORK 


No Christian, however helpless, is so bad off that he 
cannot do personal work. The truth of this statement will 
be seen when we understand what personal work is. It is 
simply telling another person, who has the same disease we 
once had, the name of the One who cured us, and then 
bringing that one to Him. There are all sorts of methods 
of accomplishing this, but the basic principle is the same 
in every case. As good fishermen, seeking to take men alive 
for Christ (Luke 5:10; 2 Tim. 2:26), we will use good bait 
and vary it to attract the particular “fish” we are after. 
As good fishermen, we are to attract and not to repel. We 
are to win and not drive men to Christ. For some, a sincere 
commendation sometimes is useful. The Lord Jesus used 
this kind of bait on occasion (John 1:47; Mark 12:34), 


cases, a question is good bait. Christ used a question to 
draw two of the disciples of John the Baptist (John 1:38). 
Sometimes an invitation, used in the right way, is good bait 
(John 1:43, 46). Asking another to do you a favor may 
be good bait. This method was employed by the Lord 
Jesus with the woman of Samaria (John 4:7) and with 
Zacchaeus (Luke 19:5). But, whatever the method, believ- 
ing and expectant prayer is an important accompaniment. 
In talking to others about Christ, we dare not neglect 
talking to God about them and expecting Him to answer. 
A preacher once said ta Spurgeon, “I’m not getting results 
from my preaching.” “Well,” said Spurgeon, “do you 
expect someone to be saved every time you preach?” “Oh, 
no!” was the reply. “Well, then,’ Spurgeon commented, 





and yet He saw the human heart as we cannot. 


In some “they won’t be.” 
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God Is There 
By Helen Mary Sees 


H, HEART that is heavy laden 
And burdened down with care, 
Come, cast that burden on the Lord, 
For He is always there. 


He has promised to sustain you, 
So let no doubts assail; 

Just claim that promise as your own, 
For He will never fail. 


He will uphold you with His might 
And give you strength anew, 

And with His wisdom He will guide 
In everything you do. 


No matter what besets your way, 
He’s ever by your side; 

So, casting all your care on Him, 
In His great love abide. 


2. Guide to Praying 


By Arthur Petrie, Th.D. 


for prayer: ourselves, one another, 
ministers, missionaries, all saints 
(believers), all men. The Scriptures in- 
struct us to pray also for the following: 
7. We should pray for rulers. This is 
definitely commanded in the Word of 
God. Writing to the minister of the 
Word, Paul exhorts “that . . . suppli- 
cations, prayers, intercessions . . . be 
made for ... kings, and for all that 
are in authority” (1 Tim. 2:1, 2). It is 
the duty of the Church and the duty of 
the Christian to pray for the heads of 
government and state. It is on record 
that one emperor of a large empire 
even requested prayer for himself and 
for his sons.. “Darius the king” of the 
Medo-Persian Empire put it’in writing 
that the people of God “offer sacrifices 
of sweet savours unto the God of 
heaven, and pray for the life of the 
king, and of his sons” (Ezra 6:1, 10). 
In the Ritual of the Episcopal Church 
is a prayer for the President of the 
United States, part of which is: “Most 
heartily we beseech Thee, with Thy 
favour to behold and bless Thy servant 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES, and all others in authority.” 
That prayer is according to the Scrip- 
tures. There is nothing wrong with 
the Ritual if it is done in the Spirit. 
And in the great Psalm for the King- 
dom, dedicated to King Solomon, we 
read: “And men shall pray for him 
continually” (Psa. 72:15, A.S.V.) Pub- 
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licly and privately we should pray for 
our rulers. 

8. We should pray for the sick. That 
is the teaching of James 5:14, 15. Often 
sick people are not able to pray for 
themselves: we should pray for them. 
When the good and great Matthew 
Henry was sick one time, he asked his 
friends to pray for him, saying that he 
was then too ill to pray for himself. 
Prayer comforts and strengthens Chris- 
tians who may be sicx. In praying 
for the sick we must pray. in God’s 
sovereign will. 

Melanchthon, Luther’s great friend, 
was at one time “cast upon a bed of 
sickness.” When Luther was informed 
of it, he “rode night and day to reach 
the bedside of his friend.” When he 
arrived, Luther found that “Melanch- 
thon lay in the jaws of death.” Luther 
“turned to the window and prayed 
earnestly.” God heard his prayer. 
Luther said: “God was obliged to yield 
to me. I cast my burden before His 
door and assailed His ears with all His 
promises to hear prayer which I could 
call to mind from the Scriptures; so 
He was compelled to hear me, if I was 
to believe His promises.” A biographer 
says: “There seems to be no doubt that 
but for Luther’s arrival and prayer, 
Melanchthon would have died.” Re- 
member to pray for the sick according 
to the will of God. 

9. We should pray for our persecutors. 
The Lord Jesus teaches that. “Pray for 











them which despitefully use you, and 
persecute you” (Matt. 5:44). What He 
meant may be learned from His own 
example. For those who were despite- 
fully using Him at His crucifixion He 
prayed: “Father, forgive them; for they 
know not what they do” (Luke 23:34). 
The example of the martyr Stephen 
adorns this teaching. He prayed at his 
martyrdom for his persecutors: “Lord, 
lay not this sin to their charge” (Acts 
7:60). Paul practiced this teaching of 
the Lord when he prayed for those 
who “forsook” him: “I pray God that it 
may not be laid to their charge” (2 
Tim. 4:16). This kind of prayer can 
be prayed only in the Spirit and by 
the grace of God. 

10. We are commanded to pray for 
the city in which we dwell. I wonder 
how many of us who pray know that 
and practice it? But it is so com- 
manded. Look at Jeremiah 29:7. The 
Lord, speaking through his prophet, 
says: “And seek the peace of the city 
whither I have caused you to be car- 
ried away captives, and pray unto the 
Lord for it: for in the peace thereof 
shall ye have peace.” I try daily to 
practice this injunction of the Lord. 
Why not? If all the true Christians in 
a city prayed “unto the Lord for it,” 
what good might come to that city! 

I cannot believe that the command 
in Jeremiah 29:7 was for the Hebrew 
captives only: it contains a principle. 
“There is here a foretaste of Gospel 
love toward enemies” (Fausset). It is 
the Old Testament counterpart of the 
Spirit’s injunction through Paul in 1 
Timothy 2:2, where we are taught to 
pray “for kings, and for all that are in 
authority,” meaning and including the 
authorities in the city in which we 
dwell. “The primitive Christians, ac- 
cording to the temper of their holy 
religion, prayed for the powers that 
were, though they were persecuting 
powers.” Let us, Christian readers, do 
likewise, and pray for the city in which 
we dwell, and for those in authority. 

11. We should pray for Israel. Many 
have read and know the Scripture, 
“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem” (Psa. 
122:6), but how many of us practice it? 
Some, I fear, have been dissuaded from 
praying for Israel because of words 
recorded in the Book of Jeremiah. 
Three times in Jeremiah we have the 
words, “Pray not for this people” (Jer. 
7:16; 11:14; 14:11). But that was local 
and temporary. God had decreed the 
captivity of the Israelites of the time 
of Jeremiah. They had refused to obey 
the voice of the Lord speaking through 
His prophet, and their doom was fixed. 
God even said: “Though Moses and 
Samuel stood before me, yet my mind 
could not be toward this people: cast 
them out of my sight, and let them go 
forth” (Jer. 15:1). No prayers, not 
even those of Moses and Samuel, could 
then prevail with God for the Israel of 
that time. But that does not teach 
that we are not today to pray for 
Israel. Indeed, Scripture teaches us to 
pray for Israel. 

Take the case of Paul in Romans 10:1: 
“Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer 
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to God for Israel is, that they might be 
saved.” Paul certainly knew the writ- 
ings of Jeremiah, but that did not shut 
out his prayer for Israel. We should 
follow the example set us by Paul, and 
pray for Israel. Psalm 51:18 furnishes 
us a prayer for Israel: “Do good in 
thy good pleasure unto Zion: build 
thou the walls of Jerusalem.” That 
prayer will be answered in God’s good 
time and in God’s good pleasure. Psalm 
69:35 says: “For God will save Zion, 
and will build the cities of Judah: that 
they may dwell there, and have it in 
possession. The seed also of His serv- 
ants shall inherit it: and they that 
love his name shall dwell therein.” 

In like manner the prayer of Paul in 
Romans 10:1 will also be answered. 
You should read his prayer again and 
compare it with Romans 11:26. He 
writes that his “heart’s desire and 
prayer to God for Israel is, that they 
might be saved.” In Romans 11:26, 27, 
he writes, “And so all Israel shall be 
saved: as it is written, There shall come 
out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall 
turn away ungodliness from Jacob: For 
this is my covenant unto them, when 
I shall take away their sins.” It is 
therefore right and proper for us to 
pray for Israel. 

There is moreover further teaching 
in the Bible that we should today pray 
for Israel. Look at Isaiah 62:1: “For 
Zion’s sake will I not hold my peace, 
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 
until the righteousness thereof go forth 
as brightness, and the salvation thereof 
as a lamp that burneth.” Isaiah is here 
considered “as representative of all the 
praying people of God who love and 
intercede for Zion” (Fausset). 

When we know the Gospel blessings 
that will come to the nations conse- 
quent and subsequent upon this prayer 
for Israel being answered, we shall 
certainly not fail to pray for Israel. 
However, it may well be that the Mes- 
siah Himself is the speaker in Isaiah 
62:1. His zeal for their salvation is 
here expressed, and His prayer will be 
answered, as Delitzsch writes: “Zion is 
now in the shade, but the time will 
come when her righteousness will go 
forth as the light which bursts through 
the night.” In this 62nd chapter of 
Isaiah is a definite call and a clear 
command to remember Jerusalem (i.e. 
Israel) in our prayers. Look at verses 
6 and 7: “I have set watchmen upon 
thy walls, O Jerusalem, which shall 
never hold their peace day nor night: 
ye that are the Lord’s remembrancers 
(marg.), keep not silence, and give him 
no rest, till he establish, and till he 
make Jerusalem a praise in the earth.” 

Just as Messiah “will not rest” (v. 
1), so His people are to “imitate Him 
in intercessory prayer without ceasing 
for Jerusalem.” We are, in our prayers, 
to remind God of His promises to re- 
store and redeem Israel. 

Missions and missionaries to Israel 
should have our prayers just as much 
as missions and missionaries to the na- 
tions have them. I believe that it was 
Hudson Taylor of the China Inland 
Mission who stated that he prayed first 





for Israel and tithed first for Israel in 
his prayer time for missions and in his 
giving for the work of God. I repeat 
with emphasis: When we know the 
Gospel blessings that will come to the 
nations consequent and _ subsequent 
upon the conversion of Israel, we shall 
not fail to pray for Israel. 


(To be continued) 








- |e: Notes on- 
i >Open letters 








When Did Christ Know He Was 
To Be the Messiah? 


In some literature that has recently 
come into my hands, the idea is sug- 
gested that Jesus grew gradually into 
the knowledge that He was to be the 
Messiah. 

It has always been my belief that 
Jesus knew from the very beginning 
for what purpose He had come into 
the world in human form. I would 
appreciate your views on this mat- 
ter. I have used THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Times for a good many years in my 
teaching of an adult class in our Sun- 
day school.—_A New York reader. 


The question raised by this New 
York reader is one that has puzzled 
sincere believers and Bible students 
down through the years, and it involves 
the profound mystery as to how the 
Lord Jesus, who was very God of very 
God, could also be perfect man. In 
Him the divine and human natures 
were perfectly blended. Certainly the 
Lord Jesus knew before He came to 
this earth as the little Babe of Beth- 
lehem that He was the Son of God 
and the promised Messiah. He Him- 
self spoke of the glory that He had 
with the Father before the world was 
(John 17:5). Peter tells us that He 
was foreordained “before the founda- 
tion of the world” to be the Lamb of 
God without blemish and without spot, 
who was to shed His precious blood to 
redeem man (1 Pet. 1:18-20). John 
records in his Gospel that the “Word,” 
the Lord Jesus, was with God in the 
beginning and that He was “made flesh 
and dwelt among us” (John 1:1, 14). 
From Philippians 2 we learn that the 
Lord Jesus, who was in the form of 
God and equal with God, “made him- 
self of no reputation, and took upon 
him the form of a servant and was 
made in the likeness of men” (vv. 6, 
7). Thus in consciously and willingly 
submitting Himself to this humiliation, 
He laid aside or emptied Himself of 
His glory, not His deity, in order to be 
born in human form. 

We are not told, however, at just 
what point in His human existence the 
Lord Jesus became conscious of His 
identity as the Son of God. The state- 
ment in Luke 2:52 has te do with His 
human development. He ate, slept, and 
was subject to the discipline and train- 


(Continued on page 420) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





alll a on) ee. ee ae a ee oe 


Oo. = 


wHodcdwno 






o the 
quent 
shall 





Was 


ently 
sug- 
into 
e the 


that 
ining 

into 
rould 
mat- 
‘HOOL 
1 my 
Sun- 


New 
zzled 
ients 
olves 

the 
very 
In 
tures 
the 

e to 
seth- 


tim- 
had 
was 
He 
nda- 
b of 
spot, 
d to 
John 
ord,” 
the 
flesh 
14). 
the 
1 of 
1im- 
pon 
was 
y. & 
ngly 
tion, 
f of 
>» be 


just 
the 
His 
ate- 
His 
and 
ain- 








VERY born-again  believer—in- 
E deed, many who have not yet 

personally accepted Christ as 
Saviour and Lord—would have no dif- 
ficulty in quoting what is commonly 
known as the great commission. But 
how many realize all the implied ob- 
ligations of that imperative, standing 
order? It may safely be answered, 
“None!” 

Many would be all too ready to argue 
the point, but let us take one example. 
We often hear it said that no one 
should expect to hear the Gospel twice 
until all have heard it once. This is 
not what the Bible teaches. Every 
believer is charged with personally 
warning every known wicked person 
with whom God, in His enduring mercy, 
gives contact. 

Read now the authority for this state- 
ment in Ezekiel 3, which in the short 
space of twenty-three verses unfolds 
the divine plan for Ezekiel’s day and 
ours, not only for the full-time worker 
at home and abroad but for each lay 
worker as well. The Holy Spirit, who 
at Pentecost filled with His power 
Christ’s waiting followers, whereby 
they were enabled so to speak that 
everyone heard in his own tongue 
wherein he was born, has also made 
ample provision for repeated, urgent 
warnings to all the wicked of every 
age. 


That None Shall Have Excuse 


Moreover, if the carefully detailed 
preparation God laid down for Ezekiel 
were to be earnestly followed by every 
trophy of God’s grace, revival would 
become an accomplished fact, and in 
the words of Acts 17:6, the latter-day 
Church would again have it said of 
them, “These that have turned the 
world upside down have come hither 
also.” While God has no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked, but rather an 
unspeakable desire that all should come 
to repentance, He is determined that 
none shall have excuse in that awful 
day of the Lord’s judgment. 

God sent not Ezekiel to a people of 
a strange speech and a hard language, 
whose manner of speech he did not 
understand. Had he been sent to such, 
God said, they would have hearkened. 
God sent Ezekiel to his own. 

While unquestionably there are many 
hard places on the foreign fields, God 
has proved His words remarkably, be- 
Sides others in the past, by some very 
recent cases of the whitened harvest 
yielding its full fruit to the Holy Spir- 
it’s power. A notable example is re- 
ported by the Alliance Witness, where 
recent word from New Guinea tells of 
two Illaga Christians who traveled 
eighty difficult miles to the Baliem Val- 
ley, where there were as yet no bap- 
tized believers. 


May 21, 1960 (Lesson for June 5) 





God's Blueprint for Revival 


Ten steps of separation and preparation 


“Never,” says Mr. Hartley, “have so 
many tried so many man-made plans 
for revival, with so little success.” 
Is it not time to try God’s plan? 
One young woman was willing to 
pay the price of full surrender so 
that God might work. Are you 
willing? 








For three days they spoke with amaz- 
ing clarity and power to audiences, the 
smallest of which was eight hundred 
people. Scores of newly contacted 
tribesmen are burning their fetishes and 
asking for baptism. Witchcraft and 
terrorism are on the wane, yet it was 
only in June, 1959, that the first bap- 
tismal service among the Illaga Danis 
themselves was held. Five hundred 
and two of these Danis were baptized 
in the succeeding five months. 

The remarkable part is that God used 
two of these recently hard-won trophies 
of the foreign missionary from inborn 
heathenism so to effectively preach 
Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
that this final harvest has been reaped 
by the embryo, indigenous. church. 
This proves positively that the most 
effective witness is the power of God, 
lived by the man or woman next door, 
in miraculously changed, and consist- 
ently Christlike lives. 

True, God says many will not hearken 
either to the messenger or to God Him- 
self, for they are impudent and hard- 
hearted (Ezek. 3:7). But the command 
is still, “Tell them, Thus saith the Lord 
God; whether they will hear, or 
whether they will forbear” (v. 11). As 
Ezekiel was impressed, so ought we to 
be, by this definite proof of the limit- 
less compassion of God for the lost, to 
the extent (vv. 12, 13) that like him, 
we shall be able to hear the very Voice 
of Heaven extol the mercies of our 
God, and pronounce the holy bene- 
diction on His glory. 


God’s Overruling Hand 

Though carried from this hallowed 
scene by the Spirit of God (v. 14), the 
spirit of man was not completely eradi- 
cated from the prophet, who “went in 
bitter anger” (marginal) at those who 
thus spurned God’s merciful pleadings. 
Fortunately, however, Ezekiel was con- 
scious, as he puts it, that “the hand of 
the Lord was there upon me” (v. 22). 
Thank God for His overruling hand, 
which overrides our presumptions, sup- 
plants our weaknesses with His strength, 
and ever provides heavenly language 
to replace our faltering human speech! 

Missionary Susan Dyck, presently 
home on furlough, was prevented orig- 
inally by well-meaning but very hu- 
man, godly men, from going out to any 
field. This is not the place for the 





By DOUGLAS C. HARTLEY 


story of how God overruled and sent 
this dedicated and devoted young 
woman to Japan, where she has been, 
and is still being marvelously used. 

She does tell, however, how God 
showed her that burning, intense de- 
sire is not enough. She had reached 
the place where frequently she wrestled 
all night in prayer for some indication 
of the blessing of God by the salvation 
of some. Finally she told the Lord she 
would rather die than go on in bar- 
renness. 

Then it was that God revealed to 
her that she was not as yet willing to 
pay the price—to be mocked, scourged, 
spit upon, buffeted, yea, even to die 
for the sake of the Gospel, rather than 
for relief from her apparent failure. 
When by God’s grace she came to the 
place of full surrender, He really be- 
gan to work. In a town of one hun- 
dred thousand, two of the most 
viciously evil men were saved and their 
lives so startlingly changed that many 
more have followed. 

These two are the first and second 
elders of the church that was estab- 
lished. They are engaged full-time in 
counselling and _ personally leading 
others to Christ for earnest, genuine 
rebirth. One splendid trophy—a man 
so sunk in sin as to be disowned by 
his father, shut out by his wife and 
children, and living with a harlot, who 
came on his behalf to Miss Dyck—has 
been reunited to his wife and two chil- 
dren, who themselves had heard the 
Gospel and had been soundly con- 
verted. 


Transformed by the Power of Christ 


Criminal charges were outstanding 
against this man in the courts. The 
father testified to the fact that his son 
had been transformed by the power of 
Jesus Christ, and he himself there 
openly confessed, for the first time, the 
Lord Jesus as Saviour, making imme- 
diate restitution in his son’s_ behalf. 
An outstanding lawyer, who lived next 
to Miss Dyck, publicly confessed that 
he, too, had been won by the consistent 
witness of Miss Dyck and her group, 
and the judge and both prosecuting 
and defense lawyers agreed, with fully 
flowing tears, that the man should be 
discharged. The harlot, too, was glori- 
ously saved, married a fine Christian 
man, and they, too, are doing a fine 
work—wisely, in another Japanese 
evangelical church. 

One other item, showing how God 
works when self is fully subdued that 
He may take over: Among many others, 
Miss Dyck has personally led to Christ 
three convicted murderers. As unre- 
lated women are not allowed as jail 
visitors, Miss Dyck must preach to 
prisoners through prison bars, always 
with a guard in attendance. 


(5) 409 


One man, so conscious of his need of 
a Saviour, would not accept Christ be- 
cause he knew the man he had mur- 
dered was in hell. Amazingly, the 
guard then pleaded with him to accept 
Christ, if only for the telling witness 
he would have with the six hundred 
prisoners incarcerated with him. When 
the murderer saw the light and gladly 
tasted of God’s grace, the guard also 
boldly confessed Christ for the first 
time. And so the work goes on! 

How may you and I reach this same 
place of unquestionable effectiveness in 
executing the solemn responsibility laid 
upon us by God Himself, and what is 
the message? 

Briefly, the. message is that we, too, 
are watchmen unto all the world’s 
countless wicked; yea, even to those 
who wrongly consider they are right- 
eous, warning them (vv. 18-21), that 
unless they turn from their wicked- 
ness, or unless they trust in the right- 
eousness of Christ rather than their 
own, they will surely die. If we fail 
to warn them and they die in their 
sins, God will require their blood at 
our hands. If we plead with them and 
earnestly warn them, and they repent 
not, they will die, but we shall have 
delivered our souls. 

Our duty under the Holy Spirit’s 
guidance is to warn adequately; the 
result is not our responsibility. “Thou 
shalt say unto them, Thus saith the 
Lord; he that heareth, let him hear; 
and he that forbeareth, let him for- 
bear: for they are a rebellious house” 
(v. 27). 

What now of the essentials of God’s 
ever timely plan? 

1. Thoroughly know the written Word, 
the Spirit’s sword (vv. 1-3, 10). Lit- 
erally eat the Word. It is that which 
gives life. Become saturated with it. 
Take it right into your spiritual stomach 
and digestive system, for it will be 
your strength—life itself—and insure 
growth in grace and in the knowledge 
of Christ. 

2. Go where God sends you, taking 
His message (vv. 4-7, 11). Be com- 
pletely and unequivocally in His will, 
even though your witness seems to go 
unheeded. It is God that gives the 
increase. 

3. Look to God for the enabling (vv. 
8, 9). God will strengthen you—make 
you harder than flint; impregnable. 
“My strength,” says He, “is made perfect 
in weakness” (2 Cor. 12:9). 

4. Give all glory to God, who alone 
is worthy (vv. 12, 13). Seek the Spirit 
to lift you up from the cesspool of this 
world’s wickedness, that you may ever 
see clearly God’s worthiness and glory. 

5. Seek God’s. hand strong upon you 
(v. 14). Earnestly ask Him to hold in 
absolute check all your unrighteous 
judgments, those earthy feelings: to 
bury your natural loathing and love- 
lessness for the sinner in the boundless 
expanse of His own illimitable love and 
compassion. 

6. Await patiently God’s command, 
and His Holy Spirit moving (vv. 15- 
17). He has His plan, His time, and 
His place for each of us. 
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7. Give out God’s message, without 
subtraction, addition, or interlineation 
(vv. 18-21, 27). Only the Word of God 
is quick and powerful, like a two-edged 
sword. God says, “When I speak with 
thee, I will open thy mouth.” 

8. Let God show forth His omnipo- 
tence and glory (vv. 22, 23). Keep 
self in the background; otherwise you 
may come between the wicked,and the 
God of his salvation. Speak the word: 
then trust, thank God, and glorify Him 
for the results He may be pleased to 
send. 

9. Be much in intercessory prayer 
(vv. 24-26). “Go shut thyself within 
thine house.” Unless you have a real 
burden for the unsaved, and “cast all 
your care [that very burden] upon 
him,” you cannot be seriously con- 
cerned. A burden for the lost is the 


Christian Hospitality 


motive. Compassion is 


impelling 
needed—not reproof. 
10. Above all, remember, revival be- 


gins with you (Luke 18:9-14). Often, 
in prayer for revial, our eye is on the 
other person as he that hinders. God 
says, “If my people, which are called 
by my name, shall humble themselves 
...” If you are His child, no matter 
how godly you may be, God can still 
remold and improve that still ugly, 
plastic clay that answers to your name. 

Never have so many tried so many 
man-made plans for revival with so 
little success. God is waiting to pour 
out a blessing such as we are not able 
to receive. 

Our plans must forever fail: 
faultless blueprint, never! 


God’s 


Victoria, B. C. 


Some of its values and opportunities 


HAT mother has not known times 

when one of her youngsters ex- 
citedly tripped over words trying to 
tell about some new acquaintance. 

“Wait,” the child would say, “I'll get 
her—then you can meet her yourself.” 

At eighteen, my daughter has not 
outgrown this childhood tendency—for 
which I am grateful. If she had, I 
would not have met Daphne Lacey, a 
young woman from Birmingham, Eng- 
land, who spent some time at the Billy 
Graham office in Minneapolis, Minn., 
last fall. 

Daphne was our. house guest one 
week end, thanks to my daughter’s 
“Come - home -and - meet - my - folks” per- 
suasion. And, because I am the bolt 
from which this “share-a-friend” piece 
of goods was cut, now that I have met 
Daphne, I want you to meet her, too. 

My introduction would be a great 
deal more effective could I mimic her 
untarnished Briticism and tell about 
the “jolly good time” we had. My 
homemade bread was “fabulous”; her 
first experience eating corn on cob, “a 
bit of a lark”; a canning factory in- 
spection tour, “tremendous!” 

Daphne, who grew up on Milne, 
Dickens, Wordsworth, and Bronte, had 
a very special reason for being in this 
country. Having tasted, in Birmingham 
Youth for Christ work and in Billy 
Graham Crusade counseling, the satis- 
faction Christian service gives, Daphne, 
a regional director for the British Med- 
ical Association, had told God she was 
ready for a “full-course” assignment. 

This came to her in the form of a 
“will-you-join-us” invitation from the 
Billy Graham Association. Daphne was 
in Saskatchewan, Canada, doing Red 
Cross field work when George Wilson, 
business manager, asked her to become 
a part of the Graham staff. She had 
seen team members at work in England 
and had been impressed with their hu- 
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mility, dedication, and integrity so she 
decided in the affirmative. 

A couple of months in the Minneap- 
olis office supplied the orientation she 
needed to work with the Association 
in England. About her diligence in fer- 
reting information my daughter ribbed, 
“Is she snoopy! She’s all over the 
place—in every department. What she 
doesn’t find out about the working of 
the organization isn’t worth knowing.” 

It did not take me long to realize this 
is a Daphne Lacey character trait. She 
assimilates knowledge like. a sponge 
absorbs water. 

In greeting our Saturday night Youth 
Fellowship and in speaking to my Young 
Adult Sunday school class she proved 
herself an able student of the Word. 

“One must know the Bible to serve 
Him effectively,” she told our young 
people. 

“What impresses you most about our 
country?” I asked her when we sat 
chatting in our living room. Daphne 
pondered. When she spoke it was with 
caution. 

“Really, it’s hard to say. You see 
I’ve been here such a short time and 
actually in only one section of your 
country, so what I’ve seen may not be 
universally true. But I have been im- 
pressed with the over-all tone of god- 
liness in your country. It’s a natural 
thing for people to speak about God; to 
attend church; to say grace at the table. 
Much as we hate to admit it, Europe 
seems a godless continent, and in many 
circles in England a person is con- 
sidered a bit of a ‘sissy’ if he goes to 
church. For this reason, I’m inclined 
to believe it costs more to be a Chris- 
tian in Europe. 

“Church membership has greater im- 
port in the United States,” she con- 
tinued. “Each denomination has its 
own missionary obligations as a rule. 
In England we have several large or- 
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ganizations that serve at home and 
abroad; to these most denominations 
contribute. I’m thinking particularly 
of the China Inland Mission now work- 
ing in other parts of Asia, the Africa 

Inland Mission, World’s Evangelical Al- 
liance, and World Evangelism Crusade. 

“When traveling from one town to 
another one does not necessarily say, 
‘I will go here or there because it is my 
own denomination,’ but rather, ‘I will 
go where I know I can fellowship as a 
Christian.’ I myself worked with the 
Church of England and the Free Evan- 
gelical Church when in Birmingham.” 

Then breaking in on herself, she sug- 
gested jovially, “Shall I tell you what 
I don’t like?” 

I nodded, wondering what she would 
have to say. 

“Your evening weddings! I can’t get 
used to them. Imagine a wedding at 
night when the bride is all tired out 
from the fussing of the day! The ma- 
jority of our weddings take place in the 
morning—followed by the wedding 
breakfast, then the bridal couple are on 
their way. 

“Oh, yes, women who go around with 
curlers in their hair all day; and 
gum chewing, especially in church! We 
wouldn’t think of going into the pres- 
ence of our royal family with gum in 
our mouth, yet, in your country, I’ve 
seen a lot of young people, older ones, 
too, who go to church—into God’s house 
—chewing gum as vigorously as a cow 
chews her cud!” 

I told her there were Americans who 
objected to this practice as vigorously 
as she. Then, interested in her mission, 
I asked, 

“What was your first association with 
the Billy Graham team?” 

“IT met Billy Graham the first time 
when he and Cliff and Billie Barrows 
came to England in 1946, under the 
auspices of Youth for Christ, and con- 
ducted a ten-day evangelistic campaign 
in Birmingham. Dr. Graham was rela- 
tively unknown at that time. I shall 
never forget the first meeting of the 
series. It was a cold, wet, foggy No- 
vember night—only about sixty people 
showed up for the service. 

“When Cliff Barrows suggested a 
twenty-four hour, round-the-clock 
prayer chain, I was dubious. Vol- 
unteers raised their hands signifying 
the acceptance of half-hour assignments 
—not for just one twenty-four-hour 
cycle, but for the whole campaign 
period. 

“Before long the auditorium, which 
seated about 500, was full. The last 
meeting had to be held in the City Hall 
accommodating over 2,000. These meet- 
ings gave birth to Birmingham Youth 
for Christ, an organization still in ex- 
istence—one of the largest in England, 
with 2,000 to 2,500 participants, and 
the one with which I served as secre- 
tary for some years before I left Eng- 
land. 

“The Birmingham Youth for Christ 
is unique in that it is civically ac- 
cepted. Once a year, on its birth date, 
the Lord Mayor of Birmingham attends 
and brings a greeting. 
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“In recent years, I attended the Billy 
Graham meetings at Harringay and 
Wembley, and counseled in gatherings 
where messages were telephone-relayed 
from Glasgow, Scotland. It was my 
privilege, too, to serve as a counselor 
at Cambridge. 

“The thing that impresses me about 
the Graham Association, now that I’ve 
visited the Minneapolis office, is the 
splendid by-mail counseling that is be- 
ing done. The dedication of time, 
money, and talent is significantly ex- 
emplary. 

“I know this experience has led me 
to want to do only the will of God and 
to use all that He has given me for His 
glory and the furtherance of His King- 
dom. 

“When I say that, I am sure you un- 
derstand why my favorite Bible verse 
is Philippians 4:13, ‘I can do all things 
through Christ which strengtheneth 
me.’ ” 

I was glad Daphne had mentioned 
the England Crusades. 

“Do you know Irene Hicks who found 
Christ in the Billy Graham campaign?” 
I asked. 

“Naturally. Let me tell you about 
her,” Daphne answered. “Irene is a 
very attractive woman who became a 
Christian at the London Crusade. She 
is a jewelry buyer for one of the largest 
and best-known stores in London. Her 
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influence is tremendous in that in her 
work she contacts a great many people. 
She frequently visits the United States 
on buying trips. I heard that she as- 
sisted in the New York Crusade. 

“Undaunted by personality prestige, 
she is reported to have witnessed con- 
cerning her faith in Jesus Christ to 
Bernard Baruch, whom she met on the 
boat while crossing the Atlantic Ocean. 

“Then there’s Dorothy Swan, a very 
close friend of mine, who holds a top- 
notch position with the Bank of Eng- 
land. She, too, carries the Gospel mes- 
sage to the many people with whom 
she has a chance to fellowship in her 
work.” 

The week end passed all too quickly. 
Before we realized it, it was time for 
Daphne to leave. 

“Thank you so much for the pleasant 
visit,” she told me. “You’ll never know 
how much I appreciate having been in 
your home.” 

I thought about it then, I have 
pondered it since—perhaps there are 
others who would appreciate visiting 
in our home. Daphne is a Christian. 
Might I not be an even greater in- 
fluence were I to entertain non-Chris- 
tians from abroad? 

And, if every Christian would? - Who 
knows what might be accomplished for 
the Kingdom of God! 


DASSEL, MINN. 


Party 


A timesaver for the Sunday school session 


OR years our Senior High and 

Adult Sunday school departments 
spent four or five minutes every Sun- 
day morning on birthdays. First, the 
superintendent called for birthdays. 
Then those who had had birthdays dur- 
ing the past week marched up in front, 
put their birthday pennies in a glass 
bowl, and received congratulations from 
the superintendent. Then the pianist 
played “Happy Birthday to You,” while 
the whole department sang lustily. 

It took a wide-awake new class in 
the department to show us how to sub- 
stitute a better method. If you are 
tired of your weekly birthday penny 
collection, this plan may appeal to you. 

The Sunday morning birthday penny 
collection was discontinued. But be- 
cause this money had always been 
given to missionaries, we did not want 
to lose it. A substitute would have to 
be provided. 

After a few months’ time the young 
peoples’ class planned and took full 
charge of what was to be an annual 
birthday social. They invited everyone 
connected with the Sunday school and 
church to come and bring at least as 
many pennies as he or she was years 
old. Surprisingly, judging from the 
number of dollar bills given, there were 
quite a few centenarians at the party. 

At the social, held in the basement 
auditorium, each person, according to 
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his birthday, was assigned to a group 
representing one of the four seasons. 
Then each group had to do a stunt. 
Later, each group sang a song related 
to its season of the year, and finally 
produced a charade. Then, as a whole 
group, we sang choruses and listened 
to a short devotional message by the 
young peoples’ teacher. 

Just before refreshments, the pianist 
played “Happy Birthday to You.” Sing- 
ing the birthday song we filed past a 
table and dropped our birthday money 
into. the glass bank. 

The young people had decorated long 
tables for spring, summer, fall, and 
winter, complete with birthday cakes. 
The guests sat at the proper tables. 
Before the evening was ended all 
agreed it was the best birthday party 
ever, and the young people were ap- 
pointed to make it an annual affair. 

Our birthday collection at this one 
party was far larger than the old 
weekly offering had been for the year. 
In addition, by dropping the Sunday 
morning birthday penny offering, we 
saved four or five valuable minutes of 
the worship service and lesson period. 
Perhaps the best advantage, however, 
was that the young people were pro- 
vided with a means for group expres- 
sion in the church. 


St. Paut, MInn. 
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THE KING JAMES VERSION 
Matt. 7:1 Judge not, that ye be not judged. 


2 For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: 
and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you 


again. 


3 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother’s 
eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye? 
4 Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the 
mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own 


eye? 


5 Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own 
eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out 


of thy brother’s eye. 


6 Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast 
ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under 
their feet, and turn again and rend you. 


International Uniform Lesson 





THE GOLDEN RULE 


Matthew 7:1-12; Luke 10:25-37; printed text, Matthew 7:1-12 


Golden Text.—All things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye 


even so to them.—Matt. 7:12 


7 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 


knock, and it shall be opened unto you: 


8 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh 
findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 


9 Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, 


will he give him a stone? 
10 Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a amu 


11 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts 
unto your children, how much more shall your Father which 


is in heaven give good things to them that ask him? 


and the prophets. 


12 Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

IRST, memorize Matthew 7:12. It 
F is the Golden Rule, our Lord’s 

summary of unselfish, God-honor- 
ing relationships between men. Love 
for one’s neighbor is taught in the Old 
Testament (e.g., Lev. 19:18). But Christ 
amplifies the teaching and illustrates it. 
We are to treat others as we would be 
treated. This is no vague ideal. It 
can be realized. If it were put into 
practice home life would be sweetened, 
community relationships improved, 
man’s national and international deal- 
ings transformed. 

The parable of the Good Samaritan 
illustrates the ideal beautifully. 

Negatively, the priests and Levites 
who “passed by on the other side” 
(Luke 10:31, 32) are samples of re- 
. ligious men who mouth pious platitudes 
and observe outward rites but whose 
hearts are cold and callous toward those 
in need. The idea of treating others 
as they would be treated does not oc- 
cur to them. 

Positively, the good Samaritan ex- 
emplifies the Golden Rule. This gen- 
erous man aided a traveler in distress. 
But there is far more to the story. 
He crossed national barriers to help 
the stricken man (study John 4:9). He 
attended to the victim’s wounds per- 
sonally, put him on his own beast, 
cared for him, paid his immediate ex- 
penses, and guaranteed to pay his fu- 
ture bills (Luke 10:35). In his attitude 
and conduct the Golden Rule was ex- 
emplified. 


Verse by Verse 


Matt. 7:1—“Judge not, that ye be 
not judged.” One may form legitimate 
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opinions, “discern both good and evil” 


(Heb. 5:14), study a situation, and 
reach a reasonable conclusion. But he 
must avoid the hypercritical, censor- 


ious attitude, which far from improving 
a situation arouses resentment and 
counterjudgment. 


Verse 2—“. . . with what judgment 
ye judge, ye shall be judged .. . with 
what measure ye mete, it shall be meas- 
ured to you again.” The reciprocity 
is both human and divine. Men readily 
detect the spirit of smug censorious- 
ness. They resent it and often retaliate. 
But God also regards the self-centered, 
complacent, unduly critical attitude as 
evil. He will remember it in the day 
when the moods and deeds of believers 
are judged (cf. Rom. 14:10). 


Verse 3.—“. . . why beholdest thou 
the mote ... in thy brother’s eye... 
considerest not the beam that is in 
thine own eye?” The contrast is three- 
fold: (1) the mote (“stalk,” or “twig,” 
Greek) versus the beam, the latter im- 
measurably greater than the former; 
(2) “beholding” versus “considering,” 
for our own faults require careful ex- 
amination, not merely a passing glance; 
(3) the brother versus the one judging. 


Verse 4—“. . . how wilt thou say to 
thy brother, Let me pull out the mote 
out of thine eye ...a beam is in thine 
own eye?” What right has a gross of- 
fender’ to criticize another whose of- 
fense is less than his? But more: the 
very presence of his own faults im- 
pairs his spiritual vision so that he is 
really unable to criticize his brother 
constructively. 


Verse 5—“Thou hypocrite, first cast 
out the beam out of thine own eye... 
then shalt thou see clearly to cast out 
the mote out of thy brother’s eye.” 
The hypocrisy is seen in the incom- 


patibility between the pretentious 
words of criticism and the condition of 
the critic’s heart. Consider frankly 
and then correct your own spiritual 
astigmatism or lack of vision before 
condemning your brother’s short- or 
false-sightedness and consequent mis- 
deeds. 


Verse 6—“Give not that which is 
holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye 
your pearls before swine, lest they 
trample them ... turn... and rend 
you.” Spiritual blindness and sin some- 
times drag men down to the bestial 
level of dogs and swine. The truth of 
God is holy, precious as pearls. It is 
to be handled reverently and wisely. 
It is not to be indiscriminately forced 
upon men who spurn it, endangering 
the very lives of those who declare it. 

Verse 7.—“‘Ask, and it shall be given 
you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and 
it shall be opened unto you.” The 
section on prayer (vv. 7-11) is pre- 


_cious and holy teaching, addressed not 


to “dogs” or “swine,” but to God’s chil- 
dren (cf. v. 11). Ask, through the use 
of words of petition. Seek: press on in 
your requests ever closer to the heart 
of God. Knock: be earnest, importu- 
nate, persistent in prayer. The Lord 
promises to hear and heed. 


Verse 8—‘“. . . every one that asketh 
receiveth ... he that seeketh findeth 
. to him that knocketh it shall be 
opened.” “Every one” is qualified in 
verse 11—it refers only to the children 
of God. Effectiveness in prayer is guar- 
anteed by God’s willingness to hearken. 
But it depends upon a person’s relation- 
ship to God. It is the holy privilege 
only of those who are born again into 
God’s family through saving faith in 
Christ. 


Verse 9.—“. . . what man is there of 
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you, whom if his son ask bread, will 
he give him a stone?” Our Lord en- 
courages His disciples to pray by us- 
ing a comparison and a contrast. The 
comparison is in this verse and the 
next. At the human level a father 
understands the needs of his son, is 
moved to generosity, and gives ex- 
actly what is required. He practices 
no deception and refuses no worthy 
request. 


Verse 10.—‘Or if he ask a fish, will 
he give him a serpent?” Bread and 
fish were the staple diet in Palestine 
in our Lord’s day (cf. Matt. 14:17). 
The father’s heart is moved by love. 
The son’s entreaties are honored. Noth- 
ing useless (a stone, 7:9) or dangerous 
(a serpent, v. 10) will be substituted 
for the food required. The tie that 
unites father to son is understanding, 
compassion, and helpful unselfishness. 
Moreover the father knows when his 
son’s request is valid. 


Verse 11—“If ye then, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts unto your 


’ children, how much more shall your 


Father . . . give good things to them 
that ask him?” After the comparison 
the contrast, in the words “how much 
more.” An earthly father’s loving re- 
sponse to his son’s needs is adequate, 
even though the father is himself a 
sinner and subject to failure and mis- 
calculation. But God is holy. His con- 
duct is not marred by sin. His response 
to the needs of His dear children is 
certain. It can never be unfair or mis- 
guided. 


Verse 12.—“Therefore all things what- 
soever ye would that men should do 
to you, do ye even so to them: for this 
is the law and the prophets.” The 
law of loving reciprocity was part of 
the Hebrew heritage (eg., Lev. 19: 
18). It is the Golden Rule. Far from 
adopting the attitude of hypercriticism, 
or constantly seeking and gloating in 
their neighbors’ shortcomings, God’s 
children, having examined themselves, 
confessed, and abandoned any known 
sin, must reveal in their conduct 
toward others the unselfish love of God 
Himself shed abroad in their hearts by 
the Holy Spirit. Their question in their 
treatment of others should be: Is this 
the way we ourselves want to be 
treated? 


The Heart of the Lesson 


How can a person put the Golden 
Rule into effect? By nature man is 
self-centered. He is more concerned 
about his own needs than those of 
others. How may he have victory over 
the natural tendencies of his heart and 
really treat others as he would be 
treated? 

To begin with he must become a 
child of God. Our Lord’s words that 
pave the way for His utterance of the 
Golden Rule were addressed to be- 
lievers, to those who have a Father in 
Heaven (Matt. 7:11). Unbelievers may 
occasionally be kind and helpful. But 
the children of God are in a position 
to embody the Golden Rule as a stand- 
ard principle of conduct. 


May 21, 1960 (Lesson for June 5) 


Last Week’s Lesson 


9. May 29.—Treasures in Heaven. Mat- 
thew 6:19-34; Luke 12:13-34 


Next Week’s Lesson 


11. June 12.—The Two Ways (Temper- 
ance). Matthew 7:13, 14; Luke 15:11-32 








Further, one must search his own 
soul and examine his heart-attitudes. 
Is he censorious, hypercritical of others, 
neglecting the beam in his own eye 
that he might find fault with the eyes 
of his neighbors? Observance of the 
Golden Rule demands generosity of 
heart. 

To attain this unselfish outlook one 
needs aid from the Lord. This aid is 
supplied through prayer. God hears 
the supplications of His people who 
ask, seek, and knock. He honors their 
requests uttered in Christ’s name. He 
grants them the “good things” they de- 
sire (Matt. 7:11), particularly the power 
of the Holy Spirit, their resident guest, 
to produce in their souls the virtues of 
selflessness and thoughtfulness advo- 
cated in the Golden Rule (study Luke 
11: 13). 

Outline of the Lesson 

1. Spiritual preparation for observance 
of the Golden Rule (Matt. 7:1-11) 

2. The Golden Rule itself (v. 12) 

3. Exemplification of the Golden Rule 
(Luke 10: 25-37) 


Topics for Development 

“Ask, seek, knock.” Note the initials 
of these words: A S K. God’s people 
have the right to ask their Heavenly 
Father to grant their requests. He has 
promised to heed their petitions. 

But Matthew 7:7 must be seen in 
the context of the entire Biblical teach- 
ing on the subject of prayer. Only 
believers may expect their desires to 
be granted (cf. 1 John 3:22, 23). They 
must pray “in Christ’s name” (John 
14:13, 14), and in accordance with the 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HAT is meant by “judging” in 
Matthew 7:1? 

2. Who will judge those who dis- 
obey the mandate to “judge not?” 

3. What is contrasted with the mote 
in the brother’s eye? 

4. With what animals does our Lord 
compare hostile, dangerous enemies of 
the truth? 

5. What group of people may ex- 
pect favorable reactions when they ask, 
seek, and knock? 

6. In what two Old Testament areas 
was the Golden Rule suggested? 

' 7. According to this Rule how should 
one treat others? 

8. With whom is the generous Sa- 
maritan contrasted? 

9. Why was the Samaritan’s deed of 
kindness unexpected? 

10. Name three generous acts on the 
Samaritan’s part. 

(Answers on page 417) 


will of God (cf. 1 John 5:14). Then 
their “asking” will be in order, their 
“seeking” not in vain, their “knocking” 
acceptable to their Father in Heaven. 


Practical Applications 

Self-examination, self-appraisal, self- 
criticism are periodically in order (1 
Cor. 11:31). This is not morbid in- 
trospection. It is clear-eyed self-judg- 
ment with the purpose of eliminating 
any “eye-beams” of censoriousness, sar- 
casm, or unreasonable criticism. 

Try this sort of self-testing honestly, 
frankly, often enough to maintain the 
mood of unselfish humility that will 
condition you to keep the Golden Rule. 

Ask! The more time we spend on 
our knees in the Saviour’s name the 
more effectively will we observe the 
Golden Rule. 

Samaritans versus Jews! It is easier 
to befriend those of our own race or 
culture than of others. Try the Golden 
Rule on those who may not appreciate 
you. 

Put the Rule into steady practice for 
twelve hours. See how it affects you. 
And don’t be surprised if your con- 
duct surprises others! 


Golden Text 

Matt. 7:12—“All things whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do 
ye even so to them.” Observe two 
truths: (1) all things—there are no 
exceptions to the Golden Rule; (2) this 
type of treatment of others is com- 
manded, not primarily because one | 
wants to be well treated in return for 
his kindness, but because the manner 
in which he might personally want to 
be treated is obviously desirable for 
the other fellow. It is a legitimate, 
easily understood pattern of behavior. 


MepIA, Pa. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Judge not, that ye be not judged” 
(Matt. 7:1).—There are other passages 
that definitely command us to judge. 
(See John 7:24; 1 Cor. 5:12; 1 Thess. 
5:21; 1 John 4:1.) The Bible does not 
contradict itself, hence we know our 
Lord was not forbidding our forming 
an estimate of the character and con- 
duct of others. 

What He prohibits is the habit of 
faultfinding and attributing wrong or 
evil motives to others. We must not 
think uncharitable thoughts of another 
when we do not know the entire case. 

A young man employed in a large 
printing establishment incurred the ill 
will of his fellow workmen by his 
seeming niggardliness. He would never 
contribute to any cause arising in the 
office. One day he was urged to do- 
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nate to the expense of an office picnic, 
and as usual refused. 


“You are the most penurious person 
ever employed in this office,” hotly 
said the man who solicited the gift. 
“Stop,” said the young man, “you have 
insulted me, you little know how un- 
justly you are treating me. For more 
than a year I have been starving my- 
self to save money enough to send my 
poor, blind sister to a famous specialist 
who has helped many blind persons. 
I am sacrificing every comfort and 
many necessities.” Apologies were in 
order; but even when made, his fel- 
lows felt cut to the quick for thinking 
and saying what they did about him. 


“And why beholdest thou the mote 
that is in thy brother’s eye... ?” (Matt. 
7:3.)—The illustration of the mote and 
the beam may seem humorous, but it 
is very searching. The mote is a tiny 
thing; the beam is not a sunbeam, but 
a house beam! No one with a beam 
in his eye can see clearly enough to 
remove a bit of grit from another’s 
eye. Self-judgment is the first order 
of the day. When we unsparingly ex- 
amine ourselves, we will often discover, 
as another has pointed out, that the 
mote in our brother’s eye is not to be 
seen, having already disappeared. But 
even in a case where a brother has 
failed in some detail, it may be the 
beam of jealousy in our heart that 
causes us to play the part of a hypo- 
crite. 


C. H. Spurgeon said: “Officiousness 
pretends to play the oculist; but in 
very truth it plays the fool.” 


According to Dr. Ironside, “The orig- 
inal word for hypocrite was used by 
the Greeks to designate an actor. It 
means, literally, a second face, as ac- 
tors wore masks to represent the char- 
acters portrayed. We speak of being 
‘two-faced.’ God demands reality. .. . 
To judge others superciliously, while 
living in sin ourselves, is abominable 
in His sight.” 

Dares thus the kettle to rebuke our sin! 

Dares thus the kettle say the pot is black! 

—Fielding 

“Give not that which: is holy unto 
the dogs .. .” (Matt. 7:6).—In so say- 
ing, the Lord makes it clear that He 
expects His disciples to judge between 
“dogs,” “swine,” and “sheep.” He said: 
“It is not meet to take the children’s 
bread, and to cast it to dogs” (Matt. 


15:26). And the Apostle Paul warned, 
“Beware of dogs, beware of evil 
workers .. .” (Phil. 3:2). And the 


Apostle Peter, describing certain evil 
characters, quoted the true proverb: 
“The dog is turned to his own vomit 
again; and the sow that was washed 
to her wallowing in the mire” (2 Pet. 
2:22). 

They need the Gospel of Christ, and 
it can be preached unto them; but 
“children’s bread” and “pearls” are not 
for them until they have repented 
toward God, and placed faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Such holy and pre- 
cious doctrines as Election, Predestina- 
tion, and the great mystery concerning 
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Christ and the Church are only for the 
initiated. 
The dogs of the Orient were undo- 


mesticated. .In disposition they were 
ferocious, cunning, bloodthirsty, and in- 
satiably voracious. Unpleasant as_ it 
may seem, we must never allow our- 
selves to forget that according to our 
Lord’s own words, there are people 
around us who, in character, corre- 
spond to barking, snarling, and biting 
dogs—also to mire-wallowing swine! 

Infidels have written letters to me 
that were filled with the most blas- 
phemous utterances against God and 
His Holy Word. That they were not 
cut down immediately by divine jus- 
tice proves that God is long-suffering, 
not willing that any should perish but 
that all should repent, and also come 
to a knowledge of the truth. 


“. . . Whatsoever ye would that men 
should do to you, do.. .” (Matt. 7:12). 
—Who has not heard someone say, “The 
Golden Rule is my religion”? Our Lord 
did not say, “This is the Gospel by 
which men are saved,” but, “This is the 
law and the prophets.” It is the es- 
sence of all the Law required. It does 
not spell salvation, but is the result 
or fruit of it. 


Wawona, CALIF. 











From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED Hymns 


“For the Beauty of the Earth” 
“More About Jesus” 
“More Like the Master” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, on whose provi- 
sion and protection, mercy and love we 
daily depend, give us hearts of grati- 
tude for Thy ceaseless care and kind- 
ness that we may joyfully worship and 
serve Thee. As Thou art kind and 
considerate of us, so may we be like- 
minded toward others. Forgive us that 
we are too much wrapped up in our- 
selves. Make this lesson a call to prac- 
tice the Golden Rule that we shall 
sincerely hear and heed. Send out Thy 
Word in power to all nations and may 
there be a gracious revival of pure 
Christianity among all Thy people that 
a revived church may serve the needs 
of our imperiled world. Bless the 
homes from which we come so that 
Christian faith and love rule every 
heart and life. Lead us and keep us 
from every evil as we move through a 
new week. Open to us Thy truth now 
and make us doers of Thy Word, not 
hearers only. These mercies we seek 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Listen to our 
Golden Text: “All things whatsoever 
ye would that men should do to you, 


do ye even so to them” (Matt. 7:12). 
To do that we must imagine ourselves 
in the place of the other person. Let 
the employer imagine himself as a 
worker and the worker as the employer 
and each act toward the other as he 
would wish to be treated by the other. 
Let the native-born person imagine 
himself in the place of the new immi- 
grant and treat him as: he would wish 
to be treated were he the foreign-born 


OF LOVE 


person. Let the Christian imagine him- 
self born in heathen darkness and then 
do his share to teach the Gospel to 
those who are in such darkness. Our 
Lord rated the command to love our 
neighbor as ourselves as the second 
greatest commandment. To see if you 
really love others as yourself, just im- 
agine yourself in that person’s shoes 
and ask yourself if you are treating 
him as you would wish to be treated 
in his place. Do you show strangers 
the courtesy you would wish to receive 
were you a stranger? Do you show 
disagreeable people the patience and 
kindness you would not deserve but 
would like were you that person? Keep 
the Golden Rule in your thoughts and 
you will not be suspicious. Keep the 
Golden Rule in your words and you 
will speak no lie, utter no abuse, and 
avoid all backbiting. Keep the Golden 
Rule in your actions and you will be 
just, honest, pure, generous, kind, and 
helpful. Lord, incline our hearts to 
keep this rule. Amen. 


Cautcary, ALTA., CAN. 





IT TAKES A HEART 
TO KEEP THE RULE 














Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, these first five verses 
of the seventh chapter of Matthew 
remind me of the old days when my 
father used a muzzle-loading gun (the 
“breech-loaders,” with shells had not 
come into general use). With muzzle- 
loaders you poured the powder into the 
muzzle, tamped it down with a paper 
wad, using a ramrod, then poured in 
the shot and tamped that down. He 
taught me to shoot it. I made the mis- 
take of putting in too much powder, 
and when I pulled the trigger the gun 
kicked me over backwards several feet. 
When I read “Judge not, that ye be 
not judged. For with what judgment 
ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with 
what measure ye mete, it shall be 
measured to you again,” it throws me 
right back on one of my besetting sins 
—fault-discovering in others. And this 
question of our Lord, “And why be- 
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holdest thou the mote that is in thy 
brother’s eye, but considerest not the 
beam that is in thine own eye?... 
Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam 
out of thine own eye; and then shalt 
thou see clearly to cast out the mote 
out of thy brother’s eye.” Fellows, that 
is a “scorcher.” It is humiliating; causes 
a fellow to discover some unsightly 
trash in his own back yard. 

One item in my weekly duties is to 
read proof—that is to correct the mis- 
takes the printer has made in the first 
run off of the pages of a weekly period- 
ical—mistakes in spelling, punctuation, 
and the like. This has extended into 
finding errors (or blemishes) in people 
and things—almost unconsciously. But 
this “beam in my own eye”—it is a 
shock to one’s ego. I had never thought 
such a hideous thing was there, but 
with all frankness, there it is. The 
next thought is, “Lord, help me to get 
rid of it.” Meantime, the brother with 
his little mote becomes a paragon in 
comparison. 

When I was a young fellow, a wealthy 
woman in our town toured Europe and 
brought back with her from Paris a 
Frenchman to teach her children the 
French language, as she said, “with the 
Parisian accent.” He also took on some 
other pupils at a dollar an hour. I 
wanted to learn French, but did not 
have the dollar per hour; so as he did 
not know any English, it was arranged 
that I should give him an hour in 
English in exchange for an hour from 
him in French. When we had gotten 
pretty well along with our mutual 
studies, one day we came to the sen- 
tence, “Mon montre: il marche,” mean- 
ing, “My watch; it walks.” I thought 
that was very funny and twitted him 
for speaking of a watch “walking.” 
“Well,” he replied, “You say it runs!” 
Every language has idioms of its own. 
The French greet each other with 
“Comment allez vous?” (How do you 
go?) while we say, “How do you do?” 

Seriously, fellows, this thing of find- 
ing fault reacts upon the “finder” to 
his hurt. It spoils his disposition; it 
hurts his influence; it deprives him 
from winning friends. There are at least 
two good ways to avoid it: the first, of 
course, is to ask the Lord to break you 
of it; the second is to look back into 
your own heart and life and you will 
find something there that is equally 
bad, if not worse. This has been my 
own experience. Get alongside of 
David and adopt one of his petitions: 
“Search me, O God, and know my 
heart; try me, and know my thoughts: 
and see if there be any wicked way in 
me, and lead me in the way everlasting” 
(Psa. 139: 23, 24). 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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Remember that we have no more 
faith at any time than we have in the 
hour of trial. All that will not bear to 
be tested is mere carnal confidence. 
Fair-weather faith is no faith—C. H. 
Spurgeon. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


EARLY all of our lessons this quar- 
ter have been taken from what is 
called “The Sermon on the Mount.” 
This was an address given by our Sav- 
iour as He sat on a mountainside sur- 
rounded by His disciples. “The Sermon 
on the Mount” starts with the Beati- 
tudes, in the beginning of Matthew 5, 
and runs through chapters 6 and 7. 
Last Sunday we read the part urging 
God’s people to seek first His Kingdom 
and righteousness, and to lay up treas- 
ure in Heaven. Today our lesson is 
on what is called The Golden Rule. 
Let us learn it now: “All things what- 
soever ye would that men should do to 
you, do ye even so to them” (Matt. 
7: 1. 

Before Jesus said these words to His 
disciples, He gave some strong reasons 
why they should do to others what they 
would like to have done to themselves. 
Read verses 1, 2. Here we learn that 
we will be judged as we judge others. 
We wiil receive ourselves the same 
measure we give to others. If we judge 
others as we would like to be judged, 
that is the way we will be judged. 
How do we like people to judge us? 
Don’t we like them to put the best pos- 
sible construction on what we do? If 
we arrive late, we prefer that they 
think we were unavoidably delayed, 
than that we did not care who had to 
wait for us. If we do not help with 
the dishes, we prefer that they think 
we did not feel well, rather than that 
we were lazy. These verses teach us 
that we can get other people to judge 
us kindly by judging them kindly. 

Some years ago, a medical student 
named Howard Kelley sold books from 
house to house in summer to help earn 
his way through medical school. One 
day he stopped at a farmhouse, and 
the young girl who answered the door 
said, “Mother is a widow, so we can’t 
afford to buy books. I’m sorry.” Then 
Mr. Kelley said, “I wonder if I could 
trouble you for a drink of water?” 
“Certainly,” she answered, and then 
added, “Or would you like a glass of 
ice cold milk?” He accepted the milk 
and after drinking it, offered to pay for 
it. She said, “No, thank you. Mother 
says we shouldn’t accept pay for a 
small kindness.” 

Years later this girl was brought to 
the hospital in a serious condition. The 
chief surgeon there, Dr. Howard Kelley, 
recognized her, and although she was 
too ill to care where she was, he in- 
sisted she have a private room and 
every care. She gradually recovered, 
till the day came when the nurse told 
her she was going home in the morning. 
She said, “I’m so glad, but the hospital 
bill worries me. It must be very large.” 


The nurse said, “I’ll bring it to you, if 
you wish.” She brought in an itemized 
bill that was even larger than the girl 
had expected. Her eyes filled with 
tears as she wondered how she could 
ever pay such a big bill. After a little, 
she noticed something written on the 
bottom of the page. It said, “Paid in 
full, by a glass of milk, Howard A. 
Kelley, M.D.” That was how this man 
of God repaid that earlier kindness! 

Now read Matthew 7:3-5. When we 
find ourselves very critical of others, it 
is almost certain we have a “beam” in 
our own eye. Our lack of love for 
others may be far worse in God’s sight 
than the things we dislike in them. 

Now let us read verses 6-12. What 
encouragement to pray! Twice over 
Jesus says that if we ask, we shall 
receive, if we seek, we shall find, and 
if we knock, it shall be opened unto us. 

Verse 12 gives the Golden Rule, which 
we have just memorized. In Luke 10 
Jesus told a story about three travelers 
and a wounded man. Two of the 
travelers did not obey the Golden Rule, 
but the third one did. What story is 
that? (The Good Samaritan.) Right. 
Let us read it. What did the first 
traveler do? (Passed by on the other 
side.) If he had been lying injured 
by the side of the road, would he have 
wanted someone to pass by on the other 
side? Certainly not. What did the 
next man do? (He came and looked 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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at him, and then went on.) This man 
had more interest than the first man, 
but his looking at the sufferer did no 
good. The third man did all he could. 
He was obeying the Golden Rule. So 
Jesus said, “Go and do thou likewise.” 

We should sometimes try to imagine 
ourselves in the position of someone 
else, and then think what we would 
like done for us. If we will then do 
this for the other person, we will be 
obeying the Golden Rule. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 





The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 138th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1960 
may be be had for 20 cents a copy or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Her Courtesy Was Rewarded.—All 

things whatsoever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even so to 
them (Matt. 7:12, Golden Text). A 
housewife who found she needed to 
help with household expenses applied 
for part-time work to the manager of 
the chain store where she had been 
dealing for several years. He told her 
her “age was against her,” but as they 
badly needed a part-time worker, he 
would give her a job for a few weeks. 
At the end of six weeks the manager 
called her to his office and told her 
they had received many compliments 
from customers about her, and he asked 
her to remain. The manager said, “One 
of our customers told us you are the 
most courteous clerk in the store.” 
“Well, sir,” replied the woman, “you 
know I’ve dealt with this store for 
several years. The lack of interest and 
discourtesy on the part of some of the 
clerks used to annoy me, so now that 
I’m a clerk here myself, I try to be all 
the things to others I used to wish the 
clerks would be to me.”—Told by the 
woman. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, To- 
ronto, Can. 


Only Broken Glass.—Judge not, that 
ye be not judged (Matt. 7:1). A police- 
man in Glasgow saw a poor woman 
pick up something from the street, 
quickly put it in her apron, and then 
hurry on. Thinking it was something 
valuable, he asked her what she was 
concealing. The woman was very con- 
fused, and would not answer him for a 
time. That, of course, only confirmed 
his suspicions. At length she opened 
her apron and he saw—only a few 
pieces of broken glass. “I thought,” 
she said, looking at the bits of broken 
glass, “that I would take them out of 
the way of the bairn’s feet, so that 
they would not be hurt!”—From “The 
Children’s Preacher,” by the Rev. J. 
Reid Howatt. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. 
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He Refused the Abuse—With what 
measure ye mete, it shall be measured 
to you again (Matt. 7:2). There was 
a sudden crash of car bumpers, and a 
Christian jumped out of his car to in- 
terview the driver behind him. He had 
been backing with care, but in spite of 
everything his bumpers had collided 
with the bumper of the parked car. 
As he approached the car a volley of 
abusive words met his ear. When the 
man finally stopped from lack of in- 
sulting words, the Christian quietly 
asked, “If you offer anything to a man, 
and he refuses to accept it, to whom 
does it belong?” The angry man, taken 
off his quard by the quiet-spoken ques- 
tion said, “To the person who offered 
it, I suppose.” “You are right,” smiled 
the Christian. “The insults and abusive 
names that you offer to me I refuse 
to accept.” 

We get back our mete as we measure; 
We cannot do wrong and feel right; 


Nor can we give pain and gain pleasure, 
For justice avenges each slight. 


—From Choice Gleanings Calendar. 
Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Poor Old Brother Jones!—And why 
beholdest thou the mote that is in thy 
brother’s eye, but considerest not the 
beam that is in thine own eye? (Matt. 
7:3.) Brother Jones was a large, florid, 
pompous man, so wrapped in self-con- 
ceit and arrogance as to be almost in- 
tolerable to other members of the 
church. One elder after another had 
remonstrated with him upon his mon- 
strous vanity and reminded him that 
such pride was unbecoming to a Chris- 
tian, but he was deaf of hints or 
rebukes. At last, after a solemn con- 
sultation, it was resolved that the min- 
ister should preach a sermon aimed at 
Brother Jones, and at him only. The 
rebuke was to be so severe that he 
would be cured of conceit for the rest 
of his life. The day came. The church 
was even more than ordinarily full of 
people. The sermon began. Brother 
Jones, with a complacent expression 
of face, disposed himself to listen. The 
man’s infirmity was sketched with bold, 
severe strokes. He smiled with lofty 
superiority. As the denunciation grew 
more scathing, his smile deepened with 
a touch of complacent pity. At the 
conclusion of the services he swaggered 
down the aisle. One of the elders 
joined him. “What did you think of 
the sermon, Brother Jones?” he ven- 
tured to ask. “A great effort, sir! But 
personal. The pastor aimed his shots 
too directly. Poor old Mrs. Hemingway!” 
—From Earnest Worker. Sent by Mrs. 
A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. Prize 
illustration. 


God’s Help Drifted In—Ask, and it 
shall be given you; seek, and ye shall 
find; knock, and it shall be opened 
unto you (Matt. 7:7). The chaplain 
had long worked with and had pled 
with his aviators to come to Christ, but 
none of them had yielded. The case 
was desperate, but the chaplain held 
on; his heart was bound up with these 
fellows. When some seventy of them 
were flown on an important mission 


the chaplain begged to go with them. 
They got into trouble—the enemy was 
ready for them. After circling again 


and again they were at _ length 
forced down in the wee hours 
near the seacoast of this Jap-held 
island. Death faced them. It would 
be but a matter of hours. The men 
looked at the chaplain saying: “You 
have told us many times that God is 
able to do exceeding abundantly above 
all that we may ask or think—now we 
are in trouble, and you believe these 
things, and we do also (in a measure), 
what can you do for us in this plight?” 
The chaplain said: “Well boys, I want 
to get away and get alone with God for 
a time.” Out to the nearby shore he 
went and walked the sands, crying to 
God to come and meet the need. Then 
he chanced to see an object on the 
water—it seemed to be floating. He 
had not seen it before. But there it 
was. What could it be? It looked like 
a tiny island. But as it came up to 
and grounded on the shore it proved 
to be a barge of hi-octane gas. It was 
one of several that had long before 
been anchored to certain inlets in case 
of men needing it for such emergencies. 
But this barge had broken away from 
its mooring and had floated 900 miles 
to this very spot. Hurrying back to 
the stranded plane and men the chap- 
lain told them to get ready, the 
hi-octane had come to hand. Before any- 
thing was done to re-fuel the plane 
those seventy men knelt there and then 
to accept the Saviour who had proved 
Himself beyond anything they had 
asked or thought.—From Prairie Over- 
comer. Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, 
Andes, N. Y. 


Not Very Likely.—For every one that 
asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh 
findeth; and to him that knocketh it 
shall be opened (Matt. 7:8). The fol- 
lowing story is told of the Rev. John 
Wilkinson and the Mildmay Mission 
to the Jews: On one occasion two 
American gentlemen sat at Mr. Wilkin- 
son’s breakfast table and noted his 
opening of letters which brought God’s 
supply for the day. “This is all very 
well so far,” said one, “but what would 
you do, Mr. Wilkinson, if one morning 
the expected supply did not come?” 
He answered, “That can only happen. 
sir, when God dies.”—From the Chris- 
tian Herald. Sent by the Rev. W. P. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


An Example to His Son——Or what 
man is there of you, whom if his son 
ask bread, will he give him a stone? 
(Matt. 7:9.) 
was noticed that a distinguished gen- 
eral turned all the wine glasses that 
were grouped about his plate upside 
down. A woman sitting beside him 
asked, “Do you ever drink wine, Gen- 
eral?” “No, madam, never,” was the 
courteous reply. “I don’t wish to be 
impertinent,” said the woman, “but I’d 
like to know why a person of your age 
and character shouldn’t enjoy an oc- 
casional glass of wine.” “Perhaps an 
occasional glass woudn’t hurt me,” said 
the general, smiling, “but that young 
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fellow over there”—he indicated a hand- 
some youth at another table—‘“is my 
son. If I don’t drink, he won’t. If I 
do, the chances are he'll follow my 
example. I turn down my wine glasses 
—and you see he has done the same.”— 
From Sunday School Journal. Sent by 
Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Being Good Neighbors 
(Luke 10:25-37; Matt. 7:12) 

ID you ever have a chance to help 
someone but you would not be- 
cause you did not like that person? 
Remember back in Peter and Paul’s 
day how the Jews hated the Gentiles? 
They especially hated the Samaritans, 
who lived in between the two parts of 
the Jews’ country. (On the map show 
Samaria between Judea and Galilee.) 
Some of the Jews hated the Samaritans 
so badly that they would not go through 
their country to go to the feasts in 
Jerusalem; they went way out around. 
And maybe you remember what hap- 
pened one time when the Lord and His 
disciples did go straight through; the 
Samaritans would not let them stay 
overnight in their village! What did 
James and John want to do? Have 
lightning come down from heaven and 

burn them up! (Luke 9:51-56.) 
The Lord was a good storyteller, and 








This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 413) 


1. “Judging” does not mean estimat- 
ing, or entertaining an opinion; it refers 
to censoriousness, or sarcastic, undue 
criticism. 

2. Their fellow men will reciprocate 
their unkindness; and God will ulti- 
mately hold them to account (cf. Matt. 
vee i 

3. The beam in one’s own eye (vv. 
3-5). 

4. Dogs and swine (v. 6). 

5. Those who are children of the 
Heavenly Father (v. 11). 

6. The Law and the Prophets (v. 
12). 

7. As he in turn wishes to be treated 
(v. 12). 

8. The hypocritical priests and Le- 
vites (Luke 10:31, 32). 

9. Because the Jews had “no deal- 
ings with the Samaritans” (John 4:9). 

10. Three of the following: he cared 
for the wounds, put the invalid on his 
own beast, escorted him to an inn, and 
provided for his immediate and future 
needs (Luke 10:34, 35). 

Meni, Pa. 
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one day He told this story. It all 
started because a well-educated Bible 
teacher was quizzing the Lord (who 
had never been to their advanced 
school) on how much He really knew 
about important things in the Bible. 
The teacher is called a “lawyer” be- 
cause he studied and taught the Law 
of Moses in the Old Testament. (Show 
flannelboard scene of lawyer and Christ 
surrounded by crowd.) It was a very 
important question the lawyer asked 

(read Luke 10:25b). Did the Lord 
know the answer? Of course, and He 
turned the question right around and 
made the lawyer answer it himself (v. 
26). Did the lawyer himself know? 
(vv. 27, 28.) Do you think anybody 
could get eternal life that way? Could 
you? That is why the Lord came to 
give us another way: “Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, He that believeth on me 
hath everlasting life” (John 6:47). 

But to go back to the lawyer. I sup- 
pose some in the crowd were laughing 
at the way the Lord had turned the 
question onto him. So he asked an- 
other question. This was a good one, 
too (Luke 10:29). The Lord Jesus made 
him answer his own question again, 
but first He told a story to show what 
“neighbor” should mean. If you know 
this story, you can help tell it. Here 
are robbers hiding behind rocks along 
the road from Jerusalem to Jericho. 
(Arrange the scene.) Ronald, here are 
figures for the traveling Jew (one 
walking, one prostrate). Susan, here 
is the priest, going home from Temple 
service. Frances, here is the Levite, 
just a few hours ago singing the praises 
of the Lord in the Temple. Duane, 
you have the figures for the Samari- 
tan (man and donkey). The rest of us 
will read aloud the story from the 
Bible. After each verse we will pause 
for the verse to be acted out on the 
picture (vv. 30-34). Next day the in- 
jured man still was not able to go 
home. So—Richard, you take the inn- 
keeper, and you and Ronald finish act- 
ing out the story while we read verse 
35. 

Now back to the lawyer and the 
Lord. The Lord drove His lesson home 
by asking—Marilyn, read verse 36. The 
priest, the Levite, or the Samaritan? 
The answer was so plain, the lawyer 
could not dodge it, but—notice—he 
would not even say the hated name, 
Samaritan! (v. 37.) Go—and be kind 
to Samaritans, the Lord meant, didn’t 
He? Whom would He put in a story 
if He were telling this to you? 

Is there opportunity for your group 
to make friendly contact with another 
social or racial group? Could they 
tell and act out today’s lesson story? 
(Puppets might be used in place of 
flannelgraph figures.) 

“All things whatsoever ye would that 
men should do to you, do ye even so 
to them” (Matt. 7:12, Memory Verse). 
Also remember our prayer, “Forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors” 
(6:12), and the Lord’s lesson in 5:38- 
48. 

ORONO, MAINE. 





Ss. Sihles We have the new loose- 
leaf as well as 35 other 
styles to choose from. 


Write for catalog describing Scofields and zipper cases 
to fit. FOWLERS, 113 Main, Hamburg, New York. 


Raise ...-- 
unaMVioney! - 


Send today for free sample of 
Mrs. America’s favorite metal 
sponge, plus details of generous 
cooperative plan that has helped 
so many organizational groups 
raise money. Write to Gottschalk 
Metal Sponge Sales Corp., Dept. 
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WINDSHIELD STICKERS OFFERED FREE 


Attractive, colored windshield stickers (“Jesus 
Never Fails” and “Ye Must Be Born Again’’) 
are available without charge from Atlanta Tes- 
tament League, P. O. Box 425, Atlanta 1, 
Georgia. Send a self-addressed stamped en- 
velope with your request. 














PEWS. PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 





¥ WRITE FOR Fi'ee CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 


DEPT. 102, SCRANTON 2, PA. 
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SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


Evangelical Christianity to no longer 
by-pass our American Negroes in its 
prayers and interest. Carver Bible Insti- 
tute serves in: Bible Institute Day and 
Night Schools; free Bible courses by 
mail; literature distribution. We enjoy: 
confidence of thousands of Negroes; 
assistance of white visiting teachers. Let 
us be your agents in extending sound 
doctrine to our brethren of a minority 
group. Investigation invited. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlanta, Ga. 


Talmage Payne, Director 
Talmadge Sutton, Dean 
James Hightower, Superintendent 














“If America Elects A 


CATHOLIC 
President!” 


GET THIS BOOK! 


An outspoken, forceful, 
grave, unforgettable, 
pregnant warning to 
you and your neighbor. 
Don Hillis reporting. 

2 for $1 — 10 for $4.50 
Order from — 


LIFE MESSENGERS, Box 1967-K3, Seattle 11, Wash. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


N THE long ago, when the Lord 

Jesus lived, many people did not 
believe that He was the Son of God. 
They knew that He was a great man. 
They had seen Him perform miracles. 
They had heard Him preach wonderful 
sermons. But even though He Him- 
self said He was the Son of God, there 
were some who would not believe Him. 
Others were not sure. Once a lawyer 
who knew a great deal about the Law, 
the part of the Word of God that we 
now call the Old Testament, decided 
that he would test the Lord Jesus. 
This was his question: “What shall I 
do to inherit eternal life?” 

Rather than answer him immediately, 
the Lord Jesus asked him a question. 
Because He knew that the man knew 
the Law, the Lord Jesus asked him a 
question about it: “What does it say 
in the Law? How do you read it?” 

The lawyer wisely answered, “You 
must love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your strength, and with 
all your mind; and your neighbor as 
yourself.” The lawyer was exactly 
right. He had learned by memory 
Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18. 
So the Lord Jesus said to him, “You 
have answered correctly; do this, and 
you will live.” 

The lawyer showed that he was a 
clever man by asking, “And who is 
my neighbor?” To answer that good 
question, the Lord Jesus told a story. 


“A certain man was going down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho,” He said. The 
lawyer knew that road well. It was a 
wild region. It was filled with bandits 
who robbed and often killed ‘those 
whom they robbed. At one place along 
the road it was called the Red, or the 
Bloody, Way because there had been 
so much bloodshed there. The Lord 
Jesus continued, “The man was robbed. 
The robbers took his clothes and be- 
longings and beat him and left him 
half dead. It so happened that a man 
who was in charge of God’s house (a 
priest) went down that road. He, of 
course, was a Jew and the beaten man 
was a Jew. If the beaten man had 
strength enough, how happy he must 
have been to have seen the man in 
charge of God’s house! But, sadly 
enough, the man in charge of God’s 
house simply walked by him on the 
other side.” 

The Lord Jesus continued, “A Levite 
(one who helped in the temple services) 
also came down the road. He, like the 
first man, had given himself to God. 
Both of them lived for the good of the 
people. Certainly the Levite would be 
glad to help the poor, bleeding man. 
But, no, he simply looked at him and 
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passed by. Then along came a Samari- 
tan.” 

The lawyer must have turned up his 
nose in disgust at the thought of a 
Samaritan. The Jews hated the Sa- 
maritans. They cursed them publicly in 
God’s house. They prayed that they 
would not be resurrected from the dead. 
They refused to let the Samaritans come 
to their Temple. The Jews hated the 
Samaritans! Certainly when the Sa- 
maritan saw the dying Jew he would 
rush on by. But, no! 

“He went to him, put ointment on 
his wounds, then put him on his own 
beast and took him to an inn. He 
took care of him through the night 
and then asked the innkeeper to take 
care of him at his expense. Now which 
of these three,” the Lord Jesus asked 
the lawyer, “was the neighbor of the 
robbed man?” 

The lawyer knew, of course, that it 
was the one who had shown the pity. 
And Jesus said unto him, “Go, and do 
likewise.” 

The wise lawyer knew that he could 
not do this by himself. He would only 
be able to love those whom he now 
hated, if he had within his heart the 
Son of God who loves everyone every- 
where (John 3:16). 


MILLERSVILLE, PA. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, June 5 


Power Unlimited 
(Mic. 3:8a; Luke 4:14; Acts 1:8) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
N THIS Sunday in the church year 
on which we especially commemo- 
rate the giving of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost, it is fitting that we should 
think about who the Holy Spirit is, 
why He came upon the believers that 
were gathered in the upper room after 
the Lord’s resurrection and ascension, 
and what His presence means to us to- 
day. 
se 


Many Christian young people—and 
older ones as well—seem to have a 
very nebulous conception of the per- 
son and power of the Holy Spirit. It 
would almost seem that, like some of 
the Ephesians that Paul encountered 
on his second missionary journey, they 
“have not so much as heard whether 
there be any Holy Ghost” (Acts 19:2). 
Yet the New Testament contains clear 
and abundant evidence that the Holy 
Spirit is the third person of the Trinity, 
not merely a benign influence. He has 
existed in the Trinity since before the 
world was and He had a definite part 
in the creation of the world (Gen. 1:2). 
In Old Testament times He came upon 
certain individuals and used them for 


a time to carry out God’s will. Joseph, 
Moses, Baalim, Joshua, Gideon, Samson, 
David are just a few of those through 
whom the Holy Spirit worked. His 
coming in the special manner in which 
He came at Pentecost was promised 
by the Lord Jesus, and ever since New 
Testament times He has entered the 
hearts of all who have accepted Christ 
as their Saviour and remained with 
them throughout their earthly life 
(John 14:16). 
ve 


It should encourage us, as Christian 
young people, to realize that the Holy 
Spirit has a very definite and impor- 
tant ministry in our daily lives. God 
has not redeemed us through Christ’s 
vicarious atonement on Calvary. and 
then set us adrift to get along as best 
we can through life with all its trials 
and difficulties and temptations. He 
has given us the Holy Spirit as an 
abundant and sufficient source of power 
for daily living. He is “the One called 
alongside to help.” He takes of the 
things of Christ and shows them to us 
(John 16:14). He is given to guide us 
into all truth (John 16:13). 


sg 


You will do well in your young peo- 
ple’s meeting to have the following 
Scripture verses read by various mem- 
bers as you discuss some of the ways 
in which the power of the Holy Spirit 
may be experienced: 

1. He gives power for right living 
(Gal. 5:16, 17; Rom. 14:17; 8:2-4; Gal. 
§: 22, 23). 

2. He gives power for service (Luke 
24:49; Acts 2:3, 4; 1:8; 4:31; 21:11). 

3. He gives power for witnessing 
(Acts 1:8). 

4. He gives power for worship (1 
Cor. 12:3; John 4: 23, 24). 

5. He gives power for prayer (Rom. 
8:26, 27; 1 Cor. 14:15; Jude 20). 

6. He gives power for praise (1 Cor. 
14:15, 16; Eph. 5:18, 19). 


se 


Since, in this dispensation, the Holy 
Spirit is given to believers the moment 
they accept the Lord Jesus as Saviour, 
and since He is given to abide in our 
hearts forever, we do not have to beg 
or beseech God for the gift of the 
Spirit. We are told, however, to be 
filled with the Spirit (Eph. 5:18). We 
are not to resist Him (Acts 7:51), or to 
grieve Him (Eph. 4:30), or to quench 
Him (1 Thess. 5:19). Instead we are 
to recognize Him as the powerhouse 
in our lives and yield our hearts to 
His direction and control. If through 
disobedience, or willfulness, or stub- 
bornness, or neglect we have limited 
the Spirit’s influence in our lives, we 
have but to confess it and be forgiven 
and again filled with His presence. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


we 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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‘A Vacation of a Lifetime 
With Other Christians 


F YOU enjoy beautiful and inspiring 

scenery, and traveling to faraway 
places, you should not miss a trip to 
Alaska. It will thrill you and delight 
you. If you would like to travel, but 
have denied yourself this pleasure be- 
cause of the difficulties that are some- 
times met in endeavoring to arrange 
your own itinerary and reservations, 
you are urged to join the 1960 Christian 
Fellowship Tour to Alaska. Twenty 
earlier tours to Alaska and three tours 
to Hawaii under the sponsorship of 
THE Sunpay ScHoot Times have de- 
lighted hundreds of Sunday School 
Times readers and friends with the ex- 
cellent and comprehensive character of 
the tours, the Christian companionship 
along the way, and the carefree ar- 
rangements under which all reserva- 
tions are made for you in advance. 
Not even your luggage has to be 
handled by you from the time you 
join the party until you leave the 
group. 

Alaska is often called the “Land of 
the Midnight Sun.” While in the south- 
eastern part of this new state, where 
the Christian Fellowship party will 
journey, the sun does set each day, 
nevertheless, the hours of darkness are 
very short and the long days are filled 
with breath-taking views of glaciers, 
beautiful forests, glistening snow-capped 
mountains, and lovely, peaceful fjords 
sheltered from the sea. Sail with us to 
this charming land on the still waters 
of the Inside Passage stretching twelve 
hundred miles or more along the rugged 
coasts of British Columbia and Alaska. 

As you relax comfortably in your 
deck chair aboard the Canadian 
Pacific’s S.S. Princess Louise, or as you 
sit in the luxurious’ glass-enclosed 
lounge, you will marvel at the beauty 
of the mountains and admire the sil- 
very waterfalls that cascade down from 
mountain heights into the channel. You 
will marvel at the ease and grace of 
the sea gulls and the ever-changing of 
the sky, and you will find yourself at 
peace with the world on one of the 
most restful and carefree vacations you 
have ever imagined. Your fellow trav- 
elers will be Christians of like tastes 
and habits, and some of them will re- 
main your friends for life. 

Included in this summer’s Christian 
Fellowship Tour, which leaves Chicago 
on July 5 and returns to that point on 
July 25, there will be overnight and 
Sightseeing stops at Seattle and Mt. 
Rainier, Wash., at Vancouver and Vic- 
toria, B. C., and at Lake Louise, Emer- 
ald Lake, Moraine Lake, Alberta, and 
two days and two nights at the beau- 
tiful and palatial Banff Springs Hotel. 

Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, a Director of 
The Sunday School Times Company, 
will, with Mrs. Jaeger, accompany the 
tour from beginning to end. A postal 
card addressed to him at 325 N. 13th 
Street, Philadelphia 5, will bring to you 
an illustrated folder giving you costs 
of the tour and other detailed infor- 
mation. 
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TEACH YOUR VACATION 
BIBLE SCHOOL PUPILS 
THE TRUTH THAT 
MATTERS MOST 


OUR REDEEMER 


New All-Bible Series for Beginners 
through Teens Uniformly Adapted 
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Series |— OUR NEED OF 


A REDEEMER 
All three series are part of a 5-year VBS course teaching 
the plan of redemption to young minds and hearts. The Series || — STRENGTH AND 
10 lessons in each series are taken from both Old and POWER 




















New Testarhents. 
Instruction material includes director's manual, teachers’ (MS VaS aaa 
guides, pupils’ workbooks. Visual aids include 2 flannel- COURAGE 






graph missionary stories and 2 flash card stories in color, 
(4 cards each). Especially geared for the smaller school, 
with small budget, limited equipment and staff. 





SUPPLIERS OF RELIGIOUS 
MATERIAL TO SUNDAY 
SCHOOLS FOR OVER 

A CENTURY 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 







A complete package for a successful Vacation Bible School. 
Write today for descriptive literature and order form. 












The Role of the Sunday School. By J. Edgar Hoover, Director, F.B.I. This 
reprint of Mr. Hoover’s article on the role of the Sunday school during this period 
of great crime and juvenile delinquency is printed on a single sheet 84x11 inches, 
There is ample white space on the reverse side for churches and Sunday schools to 
stamp or print their names and addresses, hours of services, and invitations to attend. 
3 cents each; 25 cents for 12; $1.50 for 100; $6 for 500; $10 for 1,000. Order from 
The Sunday School Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 








The most famous reference Bible 
in the English language 


The Seofteld Bible 


Containing all the famous Scofield features 








Concordance Editions 


HANDY SIZE: 4% x 7%e” 
152 Moroccoette, limp, round 


corners, red under gold edges. 
1%” thick. $9.00 


158x French Morocco, limp, 
leather lined, round corners, 
gold edges, ornamental gold 
roll. Oxford India paper. Fam- 
ily Record. BLACK or RED. 
Only %” thick. $16.50 


LARGE SIZE: 5% x 8% x %” 


179x Natural Morocco, half 
circuit, leather lined, round 
corners, red under gold edges. 
Oxford India paper. BLACK, 
RED or BLUE. $22.00 
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(Quality Authorized King James Version * OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
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When Did Christ Know .. . ? 
(Continued from page 408) 


ing of His parents in the home, just as 
was any other Jewish boy of His time. 
The visit to Jerusalem with His par- 
ents when He was twelve years old, 
however, shows us that, even at this 
age, He was conscious of His mission, 
for He said to His questioning mother, 
“Wist ye not that I must be about my 
Father’s business?” In the Temple, 
among the doctors, it is recorded that 
He not only listened to them and asked 
them questions but that the doctors 
were astonished at His understanding 
and His answers to the questions they 
asked Him (Luke 2:46, 47). Surely 
any training that Mary or Joseph could 
have given Him would not have pre- 
pared Him to astonish the learned 
doctors who had spent their lives study- 
ing the Old Testament Scriptures and 
the Jewish Law. 

We cannot explain the Incarnation but 
we can by faith accept it as God has 
recorded it, and we can be sure that in 
God’s own time and in His own way, He 
brought to the human consciousness of 
the Lord Jesus His oneness with the Fa- 
ther and His mission as the promised 
Messiah and the Saviour of the world. 
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Children at Home 


Good News 
by Lois Anne Williams 


ATHY went up the steps to her 
church. She saw her minister and 
said good morning to him. 

She went to her classroom and was 
greeted by her teacher, Mrs. King. 

“Come in, Cathy,” said Mrs. King. 
“We are glad to see you this morning.” 

“Good morning,” replied Cathy, “I 
am happy to be here.” 

After Cathy sat down, the teacher 
spoke to all the children. “I have some 
Special news for you today. I know it 
will make you all very happy. Our 
Sunday school attendance has grown 
and we have been crowded in our class- 
rooms. The adults of our church have 
decided to build an addition to our 
building so you boys and girls will have 
larger rooms.” 

Johnny remarked, “Then we will be 
able to invite many more children to 
come to our church and learn about 
Jesus.” 

Mrs. King answered, “Yes, Johnny, 
that is right. Your mothers and fathers 
and all of the people in our church are 
working very hard to raise enough 
money to build this addition. They 
are doing it because they love God and 
they want to further His work.” 

Cathy spoke up: “I love God, too, and 
I would like to help get the new build- 
ing. I don’t have much money; but I 
could bring part of my weekly allow- 
ance. I always bring some of it for 
Sunday school and church. Then I 
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spend some for candy or something for 
myself and save the rest. I am not go- 
ing to spend any more on myself be- 
cause I would rather bring that money 
to church for the new building.” 

Johnny said, “We will love our room 
so much more if we have helped to get 
it. I am going to bring some money 
each Sunday, too.” 

All the children said they wanted to 
help. They were delighted with the 
good news. 
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By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


May 30 to June 5 


Mon.—Matt. 7:1-12. 
The Law and the Prophets. 
PRAYER SvuGcesTions: “Therefore all 
things whatsoever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even so to 
them: for this is the law and the 
prophets.” The Law and the Prophets 
are a prerequisite to our Saviour’s min- 
istry in saving our souls. No one can 
appreciate saving grace apart from the 
sin-revealing Law, and the hope set 
forth in the Prophets. These Old Testa- 
ment books are like steps to Calvary 
where God has His mercy seat for seek- 
ing sinners. The Law condemns and 
is our schoolmaster to lead us to Christ. 
The Law is a mirror; the Cross is the 
fountain for sin and uncleanness. After 
salvation the Law is to be “fulfilled in 
us, who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit” (Rom. 8:3, 4). Pray 
for the essential circulation of The Sun- 

day School Times. 


Tues.—Luke 10:29-37. 
The Good Samaritan. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “A certain Sam- 
aritan.” Our Lord met this tricky law- 
yer with His superlative wisdom. He 
deals with sinners first on the basis of 
His holy Law. How a person responds 
determines how he will receive the 
Gospel. The “good Samaritan” made 
the crafty lawyer look at himself in 
the light’ of Heaven. In the day of 
reckoning we will discover whether 
that lawyer benefited from this con- 
tact with the Lord Jesus. Beware of 
being just a hearer, and not a doer of 
the Word. Pray for the Friends of 
Israel, Philadelphia. 


Wed.—Genesis 13:8-18. 

An Ancient Practice of the Golden Rule. 
PRAYER SuacesTions: “And Abraham 

said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I 

pray thee, between me and thee, and 

between my herdmen and thy herd- 

men; for we are brethren.” : Strife be- 





tween professing Christians is a sign 
of spiritual decadence. The days are 
near when peace shall be taken from 
the earth. With time so short for fin- 
ishing the work our Lord has com- 
mitted to us, let us be careful to seek 
and pursue righteous peace. Remember 
your Lord’s Beatitude: “Blessed are the 
peacemakers.” Pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem. : 


Thurs.—Luke 6:27-38. Love for Enemies, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “But I say unto 
you which hear, Love your enemies, 
do good to them which hate you, Bless 
them that curse you, and pray for them 
which despitefully use you.” It takes 
grace and gumption to do this, and 
the Lord will supply both upon re- 
quest. Our Lord, the prophets, the 
apostles, and the godly in all ages, have 
suffered at the hands of evil men. Un- 
reasonable and wicked people will give 
you a taste of their hatred of Christ. 
As an active Christian, blind zealots 
will oppose you and the Gospel. But, 
like Saul of Tarsus, some may yet be 
saved to serve Christ. Pray for the 
Trans World Radio (Voice of Tangien, 
Chatham, N. J. 


Fri—Leviticus 19:11-18. 
Neighborly Living. 
“Thou shalt not 


Neighbors are 
“The wicked 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
defraud thy neighbour.” 
your closest observers. 
watcheth the righteous” (Psa. 37:32). 
Rob not your neighbor. The witness 
of your life should make them know 
that you have been with Jesus and 
learned of Him. Be a good neighbor 
to sinners and saints. Let not indul- 
gence spoil the effulgence of holy light 
through your life. Pray for the Sal- 
vation Army, Chicago. 


Sat.—James 2:8-13. The Royal Law. 


PraYER SuccEsTions: “If ye fulfil the 
royal law according to the scripture, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
self, ye do well.” Christians right now 
need the epistles of James, Jude, John, 
Peter, Hebrews, and Corinthians. These 
show the obedience of faith in Christ. 
Faith without works is dead, being 
alone. Today we are becoming law- 
less. Christ’s friends are to do the 
things He has commanded. If we “ful- 
fil the royal law” we “do well.” Pray 
for Grace Children’s Home, Henderson, 
Nebr. 


Sun.—Romans 13:1-7. 
Civic Responsibility. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The powers that 
be are ordained of God.” Civic re- 
sponsibility rests heaviest upon the peo- 
ple of God. They are God’s lights in 
a community. They are obligated to 
show forth their Christian character by 
works of faith, hope, and love. Render 
your dues of taxes, dues, and honors. 
Vote and, you will note a sense of ‘sat- 
isfaction in your conscience. Register 
for or against issues. Seek the wel- 
fare of your city (Jer. 29:5-7). Civic 
responsibility is too lightly felt by most 
Christians. Pray for the International 
Board of Jewish Missions, Atlanta. 
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